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Gathering Around the
Risen Jesus Christ

Dr.Youhanon Mar Demetrios
| Diocesan Metropolitan

We join the chorus of happy voices in
praising how the risen Jesus Christ has
regrouped the dispersed disciples without
giving serious consideration to what it
means. Let us recall that after Jesus’ arrest,
virtually all the disciples had forsaken
Him and fled for their lives (Mt 26: 56; Mk
14:50); St. Luke notes how St. Peter follows
Jesus to the trial by Caiaphas and St.John
narrates how the Beloved Disciple follows
Jesus to the trial and stays till His death on
the cross. At any rate the community that
we knew as The Twelve had disintegrated
with the death of Jesus Christ.

It is the same before the appearance
of the resurrected Jesus Christ. St. Peter,
along with a few other disciples, return
to their former life of fishing- it was to
the situation that prevailed prior to their
being called by Jesus at the beginning
of his earthly ministry. To all intends and
purposes, we can surmise that they had
not only forsaken Jesus, but also the
commission He had given them to preach,
teach and heal.

But then notice the remarkable
transformation that the news of the
resurrection makes in the disciples. They
gather together once more as the Eleven,
a change forced by the betrayal and
death of Judas Iscariot. The note of joy
and re-energised commitment to their
commission is all too apparent as they
regroup around the risen Jesus Christ.
Gone is their fear of the Jews or their fear
of being discovered as the disciples of
the crucified, but now resurrected Jesus
of Nazareth. They now are just as much

changed as Jesus has been glorified by His
resurrection from the dead!

And that is one of the facts of the
resurrection that should grab our
attention. Yes, hope and faith in God
that He would be faithful to His word,
especially to His promise to humankind
that they would trample on the serpent’s
head (Gen 3:15) is definitely one aspect of
the experiences of the Easter event. But
just as important is that the disintegration
seen in creation by the fall of Adam and
Eve is now reversed with the risen Jesus
integrating all of creation. At the time
of Fraction and Commixture during the
Holy Eucharist, this important outcome
of the Easter is specially emphasised.
During the inaudible prayer recited by the
celebrant while the altar is veiled he says:
“BY the blood of His body, He reconciled
and united the heavenly with the earthly;
the chosen people and the Gentiles; and
the soul with the body.” It is this aspect
of reconciliation and reintegration that
is observed as Jesus Christ now appears
in His glorified state to his regrouped
disciples. Truly, this work of regrouping
and integrating into a unified body can
only be the result of God’s handiwork.

In all this it is to glory of God that He
works through the Church andits members
to extend these benefits to all creation.
Celebration of the Easter, therefore,
means that we are now entrusted with
the commission to heal and reconcile.
That is why the Easter service concludes
with the kiss of peace we exchange with
all members. Regrettably, we permit this
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to be a mere act without ensuing effects.

Just as the risen Jesus commissions His
disciples to now spread the Good News
to all creation, so also we are tasked to be
reconciled with our brothers and sisters

and to transmit the joy of the Resurrection
to all of creation. It is in so doing that we
make the Easter a joyous event in which all
can share and celebrate.
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H.G. KURIAKOSE MAR GREGORIOS METROPOLITAN, PAMPADY

Kuriakose Mar Gregorios, the late lamented Metropolitan of
the Kottayam Diocese.  The saintly bishop, familiarly known
as ‘Pampady Thirumeni’ who passed away fifty years ago is an
inspiring memory in this land. His prayers have brought showers of
blessings upon everyone.

As the sixth son of pezhamattomChackochen and Illayachi of Pampady,born on the
Sth of April, 1885, (His demise was also on April 5), Pampady Thirumeni was the very
essence of simplicity. The boy Kuriakose was the favourite of his Guru ‘Madathilasan’
who had great hopes about him. His greatinterest in prayer and attending church
service marked him out for a pious life. He learned the Scriptures and Syriac under the
disciplined tutorship of VattaserrilGeevargheseMalpan in Old Seminary, Kottayam
. After the study of theology at M.D Seminary, he came back to Pampady. He had
became a reputed SyriacPandit by this time.He received his deaconship on 5 February
1899.

People living in and around Pampady remember with awe and nostalgia how
Deacon Kuriakose fasted and prayed for 3 days leading a group of people in Pampady
Church for the blessing of rain to the drought ridden Pampady. After 3 days, food
was served to the people who had attended the prayer. Suddenly it began to rain. It
was as if the heavens had opened and blessed Pampady. After this incident, Deacon
Kuriakose was looked up to with reverence by the people and they approached him
with their troubles. Deacon Kuriakose received his priesthood on 28 July 1906 and the
next day made Ramban by Kadavil Paulose Mar Athanasios.

On 16 February 1929, he was consecrated the Metropolitan of Kottayam diocese
with the title ‘Kuriakose Mar Gregorios’. Bishop Kuriakose Mar Gregorios was
affectionately called ‘Pampady Thirumeni’. As Metropolitan of Kottayam diocese, he
held its administrative responsibilities for thirty five years in Pampady Dayara.

Thirumeni’s prayers performed various miracles. He went to the plague- affected
Kunnamkulam and not a single person died of this deadly disease after he stepped on
the outskirts of the town. The wonders performed by this great Sanyasi showed the
world that ‘more things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.

Thirumeni was depressed due to the problems in the church and felt the grave
need for a proper place to pray. Madathilasan, sensing the need of his former student,
gave him 12 acres of land on Pothenpuram hill at nominal price. There, Thirumeni



set up his abode and devoted his life to prayers and charity. On this elevated place
between heaven and earth, prayed this great Mystic and his prayers still continue
in the Almighty’s serene presence. Pampady lost a great lover of mankind when
Thirumeni’s soul departed from his transient body on the 5th of April, 1965 and
reached its Creator.

Thirumeni’s pocket watch also stopped exactly at 02:35 hrs at the time of his last
breath and the same is still displayed at “Pothenpuram Dayara” of Pampady, Kottayam
Dist along with the other belongings of Thirumeni. Although Thirumeni is still not
declared as a Saint formally by the church, as experienced by many of us, he is a Saint
in the true sense. There is testimony and as experienced by many, all the faithful’s
calls/prayers are answered by Thirumeni promptly, the same way he was taking care
of the needy (irrespective caste, creed, religion etc.) during his life time. ]

Mar Gregorios Abdul Jaleel Bava (Heavenly Abode 27 April 1681) was
a Syriac Orthodox bishop of Jerusalem from 1664 until his death. He is chiefly
remembered for his 1665 mission to India, in which he established ties between
the newly independent Malankara Church and the Syriac Orthodox church. He is
venerated as a saint by his church.

Abdul Jaleel was born in Mosul, Irag. In 1654 he was ordained metropolitan
bishop for the Ameed (Diyarbaker) diocese in Turkey by the Patriarch Mor Ignatius
She’mun. In 1664, he was elevated as the Metropolitan of Jerusalem with the
titte Mor Gregorios. He traveled to India in 1665 to regularize the ordination of
Mar Thoma l,archdeacon of the Saint Thomas Christian community who been
declared a bishop by his followers after refusing to submit to the Portuguese. In
India Gregorios established ties between Thoma’s Malankara Church and the
Syriac Orthodox Patriarch, and introduced the West Syrian Rite (later known
as the Malankara Rite in India). He Heavenly Abode in India in 1681, and his
remains are interred in the St. Thomas Church at North Paravur. On April 4, 2000,
Patriarchignatius Zakka | declared Mor Gregorios Abdul Jaleel a saint.

Mar Thoma Il was the second Metropolitan of the Malankara Church from
1670 to 1686. During his period a number of bishops from Syria came to Kerala.
Due to persecutions and the dangerous routes none of them could return.

The leaders of the Malankara Church selected a nephew (brother’s son)
of Mar Thoma | as his successor. He was consecrated by Mar Thoma | and
the Antiochean patriarchal delegate Mar Gregorios Abdul Jaleel who was the
archbishop of Jerusalem. He was the second Mar Thoma who ascended the
throne of Malankara church. When Mar Thoma | Heavenly Abode on 25 April
1670 Mar Thoma Il, took charge of the Malankara Church.



Mar Dionysius I, also known as Mar Thoma VI (Heavenly Abode 8 April
1808), was the Metropolitan of the Malankara Church from 1765 until his death.
A member of the Pakalomattom family, he was a shrewd administrator who
appealed to outside authorities to assert his position as the sole leader of the
Malankara Church and to attempt to reunite all the Saint Thomas Christians.

Mar Thoma VI succeeded Mar Thoma V as Malankara Metropolitan in 1765,
and unlike his predecessors, who were claimed by their opponents not to have
been properly ordained as bishop, he received orders from Syriac Orthodox
bishops in 1772, thus ending any controversy. Other events of his reign include
the separation of the Thozhiyoor church (now the Malabar Independent Syrian
Church), the arrival of English Protestant missionaries, and the first translation of
the Bible from Syriac to Malayam.

Mar Thoma VIII was the Metropolitan of the Malankara church in Kerala, India
from 1809 to 1816. He was a man of vision. It was during his time Malankara
church opened the first formal educational institution, in Kerala. With the opening
of Kottayam Suryani Seminary, modern education dawned in Kerala.

While Mar Thoma VIl was at Kandanad (near Kochi) he fell seriously ill. He did
not get time to call a meeting of the church leaders to select his successor. So
he invited one of his relatives Thoma Kathanar, to his bed side, laid his hands on
him, prayed and consecrated him as Mar Thoma VIIl on 2 July 1809. Two days
later, on 4 July, Mar Thoma VII Heavenly Abode and Mar Thoma VIII took charge
of the Malankara church.

Geevarghese Mar Ivanios

was born on November 14, 1940, at the Keeyath family, Othara, Tiruvalla, as the
son of George and Annamma. After his schooling, he did his BSc from Fathima
Matha College, Kollam. Further to that he took his post-graduation in Hebrew
and Syriac from Mansfield College, England. He also took a Masters in Theology
from Oxford University. Meanwhile, he learnt Sanskrit and Latin.

He was ordained a deacon in 1963 and a priest in 1973 by Mathews Mar Kurilos.
There upon, he worked as the vicar of Karappuzha Chapel. In 1979, Marthoma
Mathews | ordained him to the rank of a Ramban. Geevarghese Ramban was
elected a bishop on December 28, 1982, convened at MGM High School Tiruvalla.
He was later consecrated as Mar lvanios Episcopa on May 15, 1985, at St Mary’s
Orthodox Church, Puthiyakavu, Mavelikkara. Since then, he was serving the
Kottayam Diocese as Bishop. He was elevated a metropolitan in 1991.

From 1971 onwards, he had been teaching at the Orthodox Theological Seminary,
Kottayam, and has authored books, ‘Hridaya Sudhikaranam,” ‘Nirlepam,” and
‘Mounathinte Lavanyam.’ n



HOLY SERVICES, PRAYERS & MEETINGS

Fridays :06.45 am - 07.25 am
:08.15am-10.30 am
Fridays :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm
:07.30 pm-09.00 pm
Sundays :07.30 pm - 08.00 pm
:08.00 pm - 09.30 pm
Tuesdays :05.30 am - 07.00 am
Wednesdays :07.30 pm- 08.30 pm

Saturday, Monday, Tuesday :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm

Thursdays :07.00 pm-09.15 pm
Sunday School :10.45am - 12.10 pm
Marth Mariam Samajam  :11.00 am - 12.20 pm
M.G.0.C.S.M :11.00am - 12.20 pm

Youth Movement :11.00 am - 12.20 pm

Night Prayer, Morning Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer

Holy Qurbana

Holy Qurbana

Evening Prayer & Intercessory Prayer for St. Mary
Evening Prayer

Holy Confession, Evening Prayer
Intercessory prayer to St. Thomas
Church Prayer Meeting & Choir Practice
All Fridays

All Fridays

All Fridays

All Fridays

CAREER GUIDANCE

PROGRAMME
HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR CAREER??

DESTINATION 1AS
DESTINATION MEDICINE
DESTINATION ENGINEERING

. DESTIMNATION NDA (Mational Defence Academy)

Enjoyment

DESTINATION SPACE SCIENCE

Presented by: -
DR. T.P. SASIKUMAR
(MSc, MPhil, PhD, LLB, MBA, MS)

Space Scientist, LIFE Coach, Thought Leader,
Writer, Public Speaker, Educationalist,
Management Consultant, Meditation Master,
Psychotherapist

A Simple LIFE Guidance Workshop for

Students of Classes 8-12

LEARN TO LEARN e
MEMORY TECHNIQUES e STRESS MANAGEMENT

DATE: 18-04-2015
TIME: 09:00 AM - 04:00PM
(11:00 AM - 11:15 AM ~ TEA BREAK)
(01:00 PM - 02:00 PM ~ LUNCH BREAK)
VENUE: ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL, PARISH HALL, DUBAI
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School : Regular Classes from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm

10th April : Distribution of Entry Forms for the Annual competition to be held in April / May

17th April :Last date for the submission of Entry Forms to the Class Teachers

24th April  :Verses Competition - after the Classes (Golden Verses Book is available from the Sunday School office)
Registration for the OVBS 2015 is in progress. Please register as soon as possible.

ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT
Book Sale & Good Friday Stall

Easter Celebration@ Sonapur

Regular Meeting

Malayalam classes - Every Saturday 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm

Divyabodhanam Class - Every Monday 8 pm to 9.30 pm (To increase general awareness of the Bible,
Church History & Basic Believes of the Malankara Orthodox Sabha.)
More Informations Contact: Biju Thankachan - 050-7387846

0CYM Job Cell - Highly active Job Cell that matches job seekers with employers from a wide range of sectors.
More Informations Contact: Manoj Thomas - 050-8829454

Library - Library opens every Friday after the holy mass. Morethan 10,000 collection of books in various topics.
Especially the books available for children. Library membership will be available for all the church members.
Contact Mr. Abraham - 0552956071

Email : ocymdubai@gmail.com Website: www.stthomasocymdubai.org

Job Cell : jobcellocymdubai@gmail.com

MGOCSM
Regular Meeting

MOMS

Regular Meeting

Pampady Thirumeni Anusmaranam
Medical Check-up



NEW MEMBERS JOINED IN MARCH 2015

CARDEX NAME AREA HOME PARISH

A-365  AGILVARKEY JOHN ALNADHA-2 KATTAPURAM ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, THIRUVALLA
B-346  BINOYK.V ALNADHA PACHIRATABORE ST MARYS ORTHODOX CHURCH, PARUTHUMPARA
P-166  PRAVEEN DAVID JACOB AL-QUSAIS ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH CATHEDRAL

R-305 ROYJOSEPH AL-SHAB JERUSALEM ST. MARYS ORTHODOX CHURCH, VAKATHANAM
S-604  SHOJIN JOSEPH BUR-DUBAI ST. SIMEON THE STYLITES ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL, KUMBAZHA
M-375  MATHEW VARGHESE BUR-DUBAI ST. MARYS ORTHODOX CHURCH, VENMONEY

M-376  MEDHUN VARGHESE BABU BUR-DUBAI MAR BARSOUMA ORTHODOX CHURCH, PANACKAL

S-606  SUBIN BABU GEORGE BUR-DUBAI MAR BARSOUMA

P-165  PINTUT MATHEW JEBAL ALI/AL QUOSE  ST. PETER & ST. PAULS ORTHODOX CHURCH, VATTAKAV

J-653  JACKSTRAJU JEBAL ALI/AL QUOSE  ST. MARYS ORTHODOX CHURCH, MANGADU

J-654  JOJIMATHEW JEBAL ALI/AL QUOSE  SLEEBA CHURCH, PATHAMUTTOM

J-650  JACOB GEORGE KARAMA ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX SYRIAN PARISH

R-304 RINJUKRAJU KARAMA ST.STEPHENS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL, KUDASSANAD

B-344  BOBBY ABRAHAM KARAMA ST. MAYS ORTHODOX CHURCH, 212-B, TALWANDI, KOTA

K-155  KIRAN GEORGE ISSAC KARAMA KADEESA ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL, KAYAMKULAM

J-651  JIJAN GEORGE OTHER EMIRATES ~ ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL, KADAMBANAD

S-605  SUNISH PULIYAPPARAJACOB ~ OTHER EMIRATES  ST. GREGORIOS BETHANIYA ORTHODOX CHURCH
R-307  ROSH KULATHUNKAL VARGHESE OTHER EMIRATES ~ SLEEBA CHURCH, PATHAMUTTOM
J-652  JOHNSON YOHANNANJACOB ~ RASHIDIYA/SONAPUR ST. PETER & ST. PAULS ORTHODOX CHURCH, POOYAPPALLY

B-345  BIJU MATHAI RASHIDIYA/SONAPUR ST.PETER&ST. PAULS ORTHODOX CHURCH, POOYAPPALLY
M-374  MANOJ P EASOW SATWA ST. BEHANANS ORTHODOX CHURCH, VENNIKULAM
M-377  MANOJ SKARIA SATWA ST. PETER ORTHODOX CHURCH, KARROR, ELANTHOOR
F-005  FRANKTHOMAS JEBAL-ALI ST. MATYS ORTHODOX CHURCH, PUTHENCAVU

M-375 MANOJ MATHEW AL QUSAIS ST. THOMAS ORTHODOX CHURCH, KANGAZHA

R-306  ROJIJOHN OTHER EMIRATES ~ SLEEBA ORTHODOX CHURCH, PATHAMMUTTOM

S-607  SAINO KOSHY AL QUSAIS ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX MAHA EDAVAKA, KONNI
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AREA PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL - 2015

DAY&DATE WEEK  AREA NAME CARDEX ADRRESS
07-04-2015  FIRST ~ KARAMA BINU VARGHESE B-124  Flat# 105, WASAL RUBY, Behind United Furniture
TUESDAY Karama
Mobile : 050-6749320
07-04-2015  FIRST AL GHUSAIS LIBI MATHEW L-034  Flat207, Buhaleeba Yellow Bldg.,
TUESDAY Near Al BustanCenter, Al Ghusais
Mobile : 050-6562234
11-04-2015  SECOND AL-QUOZE BINU K.GEORGE B-174  AlKhail Gate, BldgNo. 39, Flat No. 304, Al Quoze
SATURDAY JEBEL ALI Mobile : 050-2295059
13-04-2015 THIRD  AL-NAHDA (DXB)  ANIL MATHAIJOHN  A-219 Flat 206, Masha Alla Building, Near Shoezies
MONDAY Behind Zulekka Hospital, Al Nahda Il
Mobile : 050-2279195
18-04-2015  THIRD  NAIF,YOUSUF BAKER  SAJIP.K. $-295 Flat No. 104, Baraha Apartment, Behind Jesco
SATURDAY AL BARAHA Supermarket, Al Baraha, Deira, Dubai
Mobile : 050-7857826, Res : 04-2343064
18-04-2015 THIRD  SHARJAH & O.E. JIJUJOHN J-567  Flat No 1504, Amber Madina Building,
SATURDAY Opp Nova, Park Hotel, Nr FGB Bank, Nr. Emigration Rd.
Sharjah, Mobile : 052-8666367
20-04-2015  FOURTH RASHIDIYA SANTHOSH JACOB PULICKAL S-168 Flat No -602, Ibrahim LootahBldg.,
MONDAY LULU VILLAGE Behind Eat & Drink Rest, Muhasinah, Dubai
Mobile : 050-5989481, Res : 04-2809698
21-04-2015 FOURTH KARAMA JAISEMONTHAMPI ~ J-494  Flat # 102, Aster Pharmacy Bldg.,
TUESDAY Hamdan Colony Karama
Mobile : 050-6515679
21-04-2015  FOURTH AL GHUSAIS LOCATION - CHURCH AUDITORIUM

JOHNY ABRAHAM V. J428 Mob : 050-8822696
JOBINJACOB MATHEW ~ J566 Mob :050-5690558

25-04-2015  FOURTH SATWA ANU THOMAS A-226  Flat# 112, Karachi DarbarBldg.,
SATURDAY Near Bus Station Satwa
Mobile : 050-5085662
25-04-2015  FOURTH SHARJAH JOMON KURUVILA  J-604 Flat No 407- B Block, Carrefour Market Bldg.,
SATURDAY AL NAHDA (Cluttons) Opp. Sunny Clinic, Al Nahda ,Sharjah
Mobile : 050-2340590, Res. : 06-5300935
27-04-2015  FIFTH  MUHASINAH L1JO JOSEPH L-009  (BD-29-703, International City, Dubai
MONDAY LULU VILLAGE Mobile : 050-5745562

SONAPUR PRAYER MEETING - EVERY FRIDAY EVENING AT EVERHOT CAMP@17 : 00 - 19 : 00 HRS
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CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS - 2015
Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews Vicar & President 052 8711031 Frshajimathews@yahoo.co.in
Rev. Fr. Lany Chacko Asst. Vicar 050 8379905 Frlanychacko@gmail.com
Kuriakose M.M. Trustee 0504611948 kuriakosechennikara@hotmail.com
Thomas Joseph Secretary 050 5537784 fantasymetals@gmail.com
Binu Varghese Jt. Trustee 050 6749320 binul@hotmail.com
John P. George Jt. Secretary 050 6764733 john_padippuram@yahoo.com

P.0. Box : 2563, Dubai - UAE Tel : 04-337 1122, Fax : 04-335 2252 Email : stthomas@emirates.net.ae

www.stthomascathedraldubai.org



